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somewhat similar to that in vogue in the
different states of the United States. Educa-
tion is compulsory for all children between
six and sixteen years of age, though in the
outlying provinces this requirement is not
well enforced. The government maintains
normal schools, a national university and
technical schools.
Government and Religion. The govern-
ment of Argentine closely resembles that of
the United States. The national legislature
consists of two branches, a senate and a
house of representatives. The senate con-
sists of thirty members, and is made up of
two senators from each of the provinces.
These are elected by the legislatures for the
term of nine years, and the terms of one-
third of the senate expire every three years.
The number of members in the house of rep-
resentatives is based upon population. In
1921 it was 158. The members are elected
for four years by the people. The terms of
one-half the members expire every two years.
The president is elected by electors chosen
in the different provinces. His term is for
six years, and he is not eligible for reelec-
tion. For local administration the country is
divided into fourteen provinces and ten
territories. Each province has its local legis-
lature, and the executive is independent in
the management of its own affairs. The
Roman Catholic Church is recognized as
the State church and this faith is embraced
by more than nine-tenths of the inhabitants,
though other religions are tolerated without
objection.
Cities. The important cities are Buenos
Aires, the capital; Bahia Blanea, Rosario,
La Plata and Cordova.
History. Argentina was first visited in
1515 by Juan Diaz de Solis. Twelve years
later Sebastian Cabot ascended the Parana
and gave to the La Plata its name. He
founded a colony on the river, but it was
soon destroyed, and no permanent settle-
ment was established until 158(X For nearly
two centuries the settlements in Argentine
were attached to the vice-royalty of Peru,
but in 1776 the basin of the La Plata was
made an independent vice-royalty. Later
the provinces came tinder the rule of Spain,
where they remained until 1816, when Argen-
tina gained its independence.
For the next fifty years the history of the
country was one of internal strife, in "which
rebellions, revolutions and wars with neigh-
 boring states were so frequent that the de-
velopment of the country's resources was
impossible. The present constitution was
adopted in 1853, and under it the country has
gained its present prosperous condition.
Argentina has had numerous boundary dis-
putes with is neighbors, especially serious
being those with Chile, which were finally
arbitrated in 1902. On the boundary line
between the two nations, high on a crest of
the Andes, is a great statue, Christ of the
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CHRIST OF THE ANDES
A  great  peace  statue  erected by  Chile
and   Argentina   on   the   boundary
between the two countries.
"On the level summit of the pass stands the
Christ of the Andes, a "bronze statue of more
than twice life size standing1 on a stone pedes-
tal rough hewn from the natural rock. „ . .
There had been a long- and bitter controversy
between Chile and Argentina over the line of
their boundary along- the Andes, a controversy
which more than once had threatened war.
. . . After years of careful inquiry an award
was delivered and a boundary line drawn In
which both nations acquiesced. Grateful for
their escape from what might have been a
long- and ruinous strife, they cast this figure
out of the metal of cannon, and set up here
this monument of peace and good-will, unique
in its place and in its purpose, to be au ever-
lasting- witness between them/'
JAMES BBYCE
And&8t erected to commemorate a lasting
peace. Another important event was the
adoption of the gold standard ia 1900, the

